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The Best of 2020. It seems many have their “BEST OF” lists when one year ends and another be-

gins. 

But some may not associate the term “BEST OF” in any way, shape or fashion with 2020. On the 

contrary, as I went back through the pictures from this past year documenting our work in 

2020, I was amazed at how very much the Lord accomplished in spite of the circumstances. In 

spite of the global pandemic and the resultant lockdowns, quarantines and economic distress. 

My window for overseas’ trips to the former Soviet Union was only open in the first quarter 

with travels in January and March. Those trips took me to Ukraine and Latvia and when I 

touched down in Kiev, Ukraine the first weekend in March, there were already early signs of 

what was to come as every passenger’s temperature was checked as we exited the plane. 

SPECIAL REPORT 

2020: the year in review 

 

UKRAINIAN ORPHANAGE TEAM ARRIV-

ING AT SNOVSK VILLAGE ORPHANAGE, 

MARCH, 2020. L-R: FREHS STARTERS  

PASHA & LIZA; SVETA; VANYA; GREG; 

KATYA, TANYA, ANYA  FROM KIEV 

NASTYA & HER ANGEL CRAFT 

FROM CHRISTMAS FOR ORPHANS, 

JANUARY, 2020 

IT NEVER CEASES TO AMAZE ME AT THE OPPORTUNITY WE HAVE TO SHARE THE TRUE 

MEANING OF CHRISTMAS IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION THROUGH ‘CHIRSTMAS FOR     

ORPHANS.’ FOR 70 YEARS, THE SOULS OF THE SOVIET PEOPLE WERE HELD IN THE IRON GRIP 

OF COMMUNISM & ATHEISM, BUT NOW WE CAN SHARE GOD’S LOVE & WORD! 
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Then the COVID-19 pandemic hit full force throwing the entire world for a loop, and no one 

could have known how long the lockdowns and restrictions that followed would last. 

But, the orphanages still had their orphans, but now those children felt even more isolated and 

alone than ever. And the physical needs of the orphanages, and under normal circumstances, 

they are many, only grew during this time of extreme difficulty. 

FIRST QUARTER, 2020, UKRAINIAN ORPHANAGE MINISTRY TEAM AT        

BASAN VILLAGE ORPHANAGE. ORPHANS LISTEN INTENTLY TO THE BIBLE 

LESSON. RIGHT: DIANA & HER BROTHER CAME TO CHRIST AT CAMP 2019 

MEDICINES & DISINFECTANT SUPPLIES WERE DELIVERED TO ORPHANAGES IN         

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER AS GOVERNMENT ONLY GIVES $30 A LONTH FOR JUST 

MEDICINES PER ORPHANAGE (AN ORPHANAGE HAS 100+ CHILDREN) 
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Think about this for a moment. As the countries’ economies took a tailspin downward, orphan-

ages are at the bottom of the government’s budget totem pole. Then there is the additional stress 

that’s put on families, and the mental health of adults has led to a significant rise in drinking.  

This economic stress and the alcoholism has led to more abuse and neglect, and the result has 

been that more children are added to an already overburdened and underfunded state-run or-

phanage system. So you can see why I say that our help and 

work was and is needed now more than ever. 

Outreaches to the orphanages in Ukraine and Belarus continued 

through the first quarter, and the opportunity to deliver supplies 

was open to our teams throughout the year. 

As you know, the pandemic and the lockdowns in Ukraine 

meant that our Bible Camp for Orphans originally scheduled for 

August had to be rescheduled. Why do I use the term 

‘rescheduled’ rather than ‘cancelled’ you may wonder? Funds 

for that camp have been set aside in a separate bank account. 

Once the way is clear, we plan on conducting TWO CAMPS in 

2021: one with the funds already raised, and the other that we 

would normally conduct in 2021 with additional funds raised 

this year. 

That will allow us to do one camp fully focused on younger or-

phans (9-12 years old) with a teaching and activity program 

specifically for that age group, and the second Bible camp for 

older orphans (13-17 years old) featuring a more comprehen-

sive Bible teaching program going more in-depth than we would otherwise. In addition, we will 

be able to include LIFE SKILL lessons as the older orphans will soon be aging out in the next 1-3 

years. 

Honestly, I am very excited about that prospect and I think it makes each camp even more effec-

tive than if  the age groups were combined as in the past. Really, isn’t that like making sweet, 

thirst quenching lemonade out of the lemons we have been handed? Praise the Lord! 

As you can see from the BEST OF 2020 pictures I am highlighting here, our work continued in 

2020 doing what we could do to help, support and minister to the precious orphans God has 

called us to.  
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and the alcoholism 
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and neglect, and the 

result has been that 
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added to an already 

overburdened and  
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why I say that our 
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3 



4 

4 

During 2020, our Fresh Start program continued unabated as we welcomed new participants, 

and as we watched Laura Gaigalniece graduate in June from the medical university with her de-

gree as a Dental Assistant. She began work in a Dental Clinic in Rezekne, Latvia. 

We recently bought winter 

boots and coats, not only for 

our Fresh Start participants, 

but also for the three chil-

dren of single mother Kari-

na. They live in Latvia and 

she has been studying at the 

School of Cosmetology desir-

ing to have a profession that 

will provide for her family. 

She told me in her interview 

for Fresh Start that she is de-

termined to provide so that 

her three children wouldn’t 

end up in an orphanage like 

she did. 

All during the year, our staff  

and teams in Belarus and 

L-R: LAURA GAIGALNIECE, WHO IS A PART OF OUR ‘FRESH START’ MINISTRY, GRADUATED FROM 

THE MEDICAL SCHOOL IN JUNE WITH A DEGREE IN DENTAL ASSISTANCE. THAT’S A HUGE            

ACCOMPLISHMENT WHEN YOU CONSIDER THAT 90% ORPHANS WHO AGE OUT ARE WHAT THEY 

TERM ‘SOCIALLY MARGINALIZED’ WITHIN 2 YEARS (MOST WITH ONLY 9TH GRADE EDUCATION). 

LIZA MOLNAR WEARS THE WINTER COAT WE PROVDED AND SHOPS FOR FOOD AS ‘FRESH START’  

PROVIDES HOUSING, FOOD, SCHOOL  EXPENSES FOR HER TO STUDY TO BECOME A NURSE 
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Ukraine we’re doing whatever they could to support the orphanages with which we work. The 

Christmas for Orphans ministry has gotten underway in December and continues through the 

end of January, as do our supplying of desperately needed medicines as well. In addition to the 

medicines, with the pandemic upon us, we also supplied disinfectant supplies, and in the case of 

Ivanyets orphanage in Belarus, even basic items like toothpaste, toilet paper, soaps, laundry de-

tergent, and more. All items they had run out of weeks before without 

any hope that the government would respond to their needs. 

Ivanyets village orphanage in Belarus is one of two orphanages with 

which we have worked through the years that is for handicapped chil-

dren. Many of the orphans at Invanyets are wheelchair bound, and 

many have cerebral palsy. In the Soviet-era, children like these were 

put in such orphanages with no hope of living any semblance of a nor-

mal life. 

When you consider that, it only adds to their sense of isolation and 

hopelessness. The director says that her children treat it like a joyous holiday when Liza and the 

Belarussian team make their monthly visits to share with what Jesus called ‘the least of these.’ 

And He said that as we do unto them, we are doing it unto Him. 

In December, two additional orphanages have reached out to us through the Snovsk village or-

phanage director, Yanna Tiutunik, asking for help. Our staffer Sveta Baranova is in the process  

Our Belarussian team making special deliveries to Ivanyets orphanage of        

desperately needed supplies, medicines, cleaning supplies, disinfectants,      

laundry detergents, toothpaste, diapers, toilet paper, etc. They plan to return 

in two weeks to celebrate Christmas as they can under the restrictions.         

The government has not supplied these basics for over two months  

In addition to 

the medicines, 

with the          

pandemic upon 

us, we also    

supplied           

disinfectant 

supplies 
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of making contact and establishing relationships with Berezne village orphanage, and Komariv-

ka orphanage. Between those two orphanages live over 200 orphans ages 4-17 years old. 

As I look back on 2020, it definitely wasn’t the year we thought it would be nor the year we 

planned for. But as you can see from all the pictures and the reports here, isn’t it amazing again 

as we see His hand, as He “causes all things to work together [as a plan] for good, for those who 

love God, to those who are called according to His plan and purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

 

All praise and glory to our wonderful Lord Who blesses us to be 

called to work alongside of Him in making a difference in others’ 

lives! 

‘CHRISTMAS FOR ORPHANS’ MINISTRY BEGINS 

IN DECEMBER 2020 & IS ONGOING IN                

JANUARY, 2021. WE PROVIDED A GIFT BOX & A 

COLORFUL CHILDREN’S BOOK WITH THE 

CHRISTMAS STORY & ACTIVITIES, TOO, LIKE 

PUZZLES, ALL IN THE UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE 

The ‘Christmas for  Orphans”  project funds: 

 [1] A special  Christmas outreach at our state-run orphanages in  war-torn 

Ukraine and Belarus, bringing the Christ of  Christmas to the orphans there. A 

special Bible Lesson filled with music, skits, puppet theater and the story of 

Christmas; 

 [2] Christmas Crafts & activities that go alongside of the Christmas Story 

[3] ‘Fresh Start’ participants receive winter coats and boots; 

[4] Material help for orphans and orphanages as funds allow-clothes, beds, 

winter boots,  desperately-needed medicines, and during the pandemic,                 

disinfectant supplies for the orphanages. 
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KARINA IS A SINGLE MOM WITH THREE YOUNG 

CHILDREN LIVING IN LATVIA. SHE, TOO, WAS 

RAISED IN AN ORPHANAGE, BUT TOLD ME IN 

HER ‘FRESH START’ INTERVIEW, THAT SHE 

WANTED TO LEARN A PROFESSION, SO THAT 

SHE COULD PROVIDE FOR HER CHILDREN   

DETERMINED THAT THEY WOULD NOT BE 

RAISED IN AN ORPHANAGE LIKE SHE WAS 

WE PROVIDIED A PROJECTOR FOR 

SNOVSK ORPHANAGE SCHOOL, 

UKRAINE WHICH OUR MINISTRY TEAM 

CAN  ALSO USE TO SHOW CHRISTIAN 

FILMS AND FOR THEIR                               

BIBLE LESSONS 

PICTURES ABOVE: MARCH , 

2020, AT  BASAN VILLAGE              

ORPHANAGE 

“Pure and unblemished religion [as it is expressed 

in outward acts] in the sight of our God and     

Father is this: to visit and look after the fatherless 

and the widows in their distress …” James 1:27 


